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Qriginal Articles. 
PUS-CORPUSCLES, LEUCOCYTES, LEUKASMIA AND 
PY MIA. 

A PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

BY ROLLIN R. GREGG, M. D. 


In conclusion of my articles upon the above named subjects, I will 
now make a practical application of a few important points. No 
matter how true our pathological deductions may be, they are of little 
value in saving suffering or life, unléss we can draw from them the 
clearest lessons as to what we must, or must not, do in treatment, 
and rigidly adhere to what is thereby shown tobe nature’s demands, 

As boils furnished the first pathological condition to which atten- 
tion was called in this series of papers, we will first give them prac- 
tical consideration as follows: ‘The immediate cause of these 
painful gatherings is an excess in the blood, of either morbid, 
dying, or dead blood globules, or of all these combined, which 
must have an outlet from the circulation through the boils, or 
they wll have it through internal and more vital parts or organs; and 
which nature, or the preservative forces of life, endeavor to cast 
out therefrom through the surface where no harm can come to life 
from the inflammation and suppuration they excite to secure their 
exit. Whereas, if this kindly effort of nature is thwarted by local 
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measures, that cause the boil or boils to disappear without suppura- 
tion, these diseased and dying corpuscles are carried along into the 
general circulation again, when they are liable to poison everything 
in their course, until they secure another place of deposit. Therefore, 
woe be to all patients who suppress, or allow their physicians to 
suppress their: boils. 

"Lehmann says of globulin, which constitutes the greater portion of 
blood-globules : “It decomposes and becomes putrid much more 
readily than the other protein compounds;” and, of course, after 
the globules have once secured a deposit for expulsion, been stag- 
nated for several days, and disorganization commenced in them, they 
are much more poisonous if re-absorbed, and the necessity for their 
expulsion is necessarily much greater than befpre they were first 
deposited. Then, as they must and will be again thrown out of the 
general circulation somewhere, and most commonly, if driven from 
the surface, be deposited in some of the vital organs, and being 
much more poisonous now, than in the first instance, it 
requires no great stretch of one’s credulity to believe the conse- 
quences upon whatever vital organ that receives them are often of 
the most serious character. 

And on this point let me say to the reader, that the foregoing 
picture is not drawn from the imagination, nor is it in the least a 
fancy sketch. For twenty-five years have I followed this subject 
closely, making careful observations in every walk of life, and could 
give a long list of cases of disasters resulting from the suppression 
of boils. I have seen death occur in a very few days after such sup- 
pression, with serious symptoms following so immediately and directly 
that there could be no question as to the cause and connection. I 
have seen consumption, or the unmistakable symptoms of it, begin 
in many cases at once, or soon after suppressing boils, and in several 
of these cases, where I took charge of the patients in time to save 
life, the cure of their lungs was immediately followed by an exten- 
sive, or successive eruptions of boils. I have seen also many other 
forms of disease, and very serious cases, follow other instances of 
such thwarting of nature’s best efforts in our behalf, until it appears 
to me as one of the worst forms of mal-practice in physicians, 
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to strive to arrest boils; excepting as they do this by the 
most careful and cautious internal means to correct and cure 
the primary causes or conditions that first led to their formation. 

The same is true of all superficial abscesses of whatever kind, 
name or nature that are suppressed; and to dentists, I will also 
point out a danger which it is to be hoped they will carefully con- 
sider and avoid. 

The “ulcersacs” that socommonly form at the points of the fangs of 
teeth come from dead or dying blood-corpuscles, that also must have 
an outlet from the system in some way, as is the case with boils. ‘These 
dying or dead corpuscles are first deposited there, then decolorized 
as in boils, and during this process have fibrin poured out around 
them to form the wall of the sac in which they are found enclosed. 

This, then, if allowed to go on and complete its work, that is, if 
the tooth is not extracted, becomes the nucleus of a much larger ab- 
scess in the gums or cheek of the side affected, through which, or by 
means of which, a large amount of diseased matter, that the vital 
forces are trying so hard to expel, at last finds its escape; and its 
deposit in, and destruction of, a greater or less portion of some one 
of the vita! organs, is thereby avoided, for the same general facts 
hold here as in the case of boils. Thatisto say, if that diseased mat- 
ter does not secure its exit from the system through such abscess, 
when it is once started, but is arrested by violent means, then we 
may often look for very serious disease of some other organ, 
and generally of one that is much more vital, to soon follow. 

Neither is this a fancy sketch or drawing upon the imagination 
for the facts. I have known severalcases of death occurring in from 
one to three days after the extraction of ulcerating teeth, and to all 
appearance as a direct result of it. I have known convulsions, epi- 
lepsy and other serious nervous or brain diseases to follow im- 
mediately after the same operation. Once, I knew the worst pos- 
sible case of sciatic neuralgia, with many weeks of terrible suffering, 
which resulted in drawing the head of the femur from the acetabu- 
lum, and crippling the man for life, to commence immediately upon 
the extraction of a congested tooth. And I have also known many 
cases of neuralgic or pleuritic pains in the chest, severe and obstinate 
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coughs, yea, and consumption itself, commence immediately, or soon 
after removing ulcerating teeth. 

But let none imagine, now, that I say that consumption is fro- - 
duced by extracting teeth or by suppressing boils; but I do say it is 
often hastened by either operation, and in some cases when it might 
perhaps be entirely avoided, but for that. Let me explain. Con- 
sumptive subjects, before their disease commences in their lungs, 
are among those the most liable to suffer after colds, etc., from ulcer- 
ating teeth. The colds, or their effects, often go to and settle in the 
teeth, in such subjects, instead of settling upon their lungs: That is, 
while their lungs have the strength to resist colds, the effects of 
these will be thrown upon the teeth. If, then, the congestion is 
allowed to continue in the teeth, large abscesses will form, break and 
throw off a large amount of diseased matter from the system, and the 
patient will then go for months, and sometimes years, in good or fair 
health, when, perhaps, the same process is repeated, and he gets 
another lease of health and life. On the contrary, if the tooth or 
teeth are extracted, the outlet of the morbid matter is prevented, 
(beyond a little bleeding at the time fromthe gums,) and is forced 
back into the circulation from which more or less of it will be de- 
posited in the lungs in many such subjects, to surely commence the 
work therein, that leads sooner or later to the organization of tu- 
bercles. Besides, the shock to the parts, or to the nervous system, is 
so great from the violence done by extracting teeth, that a strong 
reaction is brought up in those parts, which now resist further colds 
settling there, and forces them all to the lungs afterwards, to hasten 
the fatal work. It is in this way that almost any ordinary acute or 
chronic disease may follow, in almost any organ of the body, the ex- 
traction of congested or ulcerating teeth. 

If asked, if all such sufferings must go on totheir full culmination 
without trying to give relief, the answer is, that this is much safer than 
the thwarting by violence of nature’s kindly efforts to rid us of morbid 
matter through non-vital parts, that would often kill if it had to 
come through a vital organ. But there are strictly curative 
measures that can be employed, which will often greatly mitigate the 
sufferings, hasten the suppuration, and even aid in thus expelling 
more morbid material than would ordinarily be expelled without. 
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‘The same facts hold in many other conditions of disease. If we 
could, for instance, promote, or procure through treatment, the erup- 
tion of boils, or the formation of superficial acute or sub-acute ab- 
scesses in leukzemia, or even in pyzemia, we might cure many if not 
all such cases. The one most needful thing to do first in those dis- 
eases, is to secure the expulsion of the dead and disorganizing blood- 
globules from the circulation to avoid their disastrous effects upon 
the vital organs, in which they are so liable to be deposited if not 
expelled, and from which such patients so commonly die. It will 
be seen, therefore, how important it is that the immediate cause of 
the danger, namely, the dead blood-globules, be removed if possible, 
and if they could be, in the way named, the cure would be more 
than half accomplished. After that the primary cause of all could 
be more readily and surely reached and controlled. 


P. S.—Since writing the above, I have been called to the following 
remarkable case, confirmatory of one of the warnings contained 
therein. 

A very worthy young lady, in her twenty-first year, had been in deli- 
cate health for several months previous to last May, but was not thought 
by her friends to be in a critical condition. In April, two or three 
of her teeth commenced troubling her at times, until, finally, in May 
they grew worse and the face began to swell. At this juncture she 
went to a dentist and had the teeth extracted. Two or three days 
subsequently she had aterrible pulmonary hemorrhage, expectorating 
more than a pint of pure blood, and from that time her lungs broke 
down rapidly from tubercular ulceration. 

I was first called Aug. gth, and found her left lung almost wholly 
destroyed, and the right lung very seriously implicated in the general 
tubercular process. Told the parents she was liable to die any day, 
and she did die Aug. 27th, one of the greatest sufferers I have ever 
attended. She never laid down, and could not, from the time of her 
hemorrhage in May, until she died. And could the dentist who ex- 
tracted her teeth have seen how she suffered, and have realized that his 
services were no doubt in’great part the immediate cause of it, he 
would hesitate long before he would again extract teeth from a 
consumptive subject. 
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This patient had never had pulmonary hemorrhage before the 
teeth were extracted, and as already said, was not considered in a criti- 
cal condition; but, if she had had hemorrhage, and her case had been 
critical, the very fact of the teeth becoming painful, and the abscess 
commencing to form about them, was nature’s language, as plain as 
it could be uttered, that the lungs were reacting against the disease, 
and forcing the morbid matter, or dead blood-corpuscles, away from 
them and to the teeth and gums, to be cast off where no harm could 
come to vital parts, or to life, from the operation. And I feel that 
I hazard nothing in saying, if nature had been allowed to go on with 
her beneficent work, that the patient would have been alive to-day, 
and in a far better state of health than before the teeth became 
affected; while proper medical treatment at that time would have 
restored her to fair, if not to good health. 

It would have been simply impossible for the hemorrhage to have 
taken place, or the lungs to have suppurated, had a large abscess 
formed in the face and been properly conducted to a full and free 
discharge. ‘That would have carried the excess of dying and decom- 
posing corpuscles out of the system, so they would not have been 
left therein for expulsion through the lungs in the hemorrhage, 
which so weakened and injured them, as to lead at once to fatal 
tubercular disease. 


WOMEN AS PRACTITIONERS OF MEDICINE. 
BY ORIN DAVIS, M. D., ATTICA, N. Y. 

Stupid conservatism is always ruinous to liberal advancement. 
Nothing can be worse unless it be stolid ignorance. Whenever a 
generous philosophy is silvered over with age, it becomes a tradition, 
and loses its prestine vigor. In youth it brought into play all the 
improvement that the times then demanded. Any stereotyped idea 
is lost sight of as humanity continues to improve. 

Improvement, like vitality, admits of no stand still. All growth 
requires the nutrition of encouragement. Those who are in the full 
enjoyment of the privileges of medical practice do not like to be 
disturbed by changes; hence, they oppose them. They look with 
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disfavor upon women as practitioners of medicine, and regard the 
step as an unjustifiable innovation. In the oriental world women 
are distrusted and treated as inferiors. Pagans regard woman as 
the gateway to Satan! But progressive medicine is disposed to con- 
cede unto her that liberty which claims a participation in every real 
privilege enjoyed by men. 

We recollect perfectly that in 1848, Miss Elizabeth Blackwell was 
reluctantly admitted to Geneva Medical College, which, we believe, 
was the first to admit a woman to its regular course of lectures. In 
1849, as one of the faculty of Central Medical College, an Eclectic 
medical corporation in the city of Syracuse, N. Y., we recall that our 
college extended to women all the advantages of its lectures, and its 
liberal action was subsequently heartily seconded by the State Ec- 
lectic Medical Society. Eight women matriculated and took a full 
four month's course of lectures. ‘Their names are as follows: Miss 
S. R. Adamson, of Philadelphia; Mrs. R. E. Davis, Miss A. L. Fish, 
Mrs. L. N. Fowler, Mrs. R. B. Gleason, Mrs. L. M. Heath, Miss M. 
Taylor and Miss F. F. Warren; all, except the first, from the state 
of New York. ‘The next year the Central Medical College was _ re- 
moved to Rochester, N. Y., and the following ladies were in attend- 
ance upon its lectures: Miss S. R. Adamson, Miss M. A. Ames, Miss 
P. R. Bronson, Miss Charlotte Cobb, Mrs. L. H. Dowd, Mrs. L. N. 
Fowler, Mrs. R. B. Gleason, Miss Adaline Rose, Miss Fidelia 
Warren and Mrs. Rebecca B. Wheeler. Two of these ladies aré 
authors of medical works; three have been elected professors of 
medical colleges; two have spent their lives as physicians in health 
sanitariums; others are enjoying the wealth of a large professional 
patronage, and all have sustained themselves, so far as we know, 
with credit to the profession. From the inception of this under- 
taking, the Eclectics have heartily sustained woman in her efforts to 
obtain a medical education. ‘The movement, really first patronized 
by them, has increased every year with additional momentum, until 
at the present time, women are found in our popular sanitariums as 
physicians, and in our hospitals as expert nurses; while the number 
of female students, who are pursuing a thorough education in our 
medical colleges, and preparing for the duties and responsibilities of 
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the profession, is now greater than in any previous year. Let us 
also take a cursory glimpse of this movement in other parts of the 
world. 

In the year 1864, the University of Zurich, Switzerland, received 
women to its medical department, and in 1873, there were eighty- 
eight female students in the school. In 1870, the Vienna University 
allowed women to take the medical degree. and previous to this time, 
Miss Mary Putman was admitted to the Paris School of Medicine. 
In 1870 a state decree in Holland opened the department of apothe- 
caries to women, and in 1873, the University of Groningen, Sweden, 
passed its first lady graduate in medicine. The great Swedish Uni- | 
versity at Upsal, unbarred its doors to women; and in 1873, Rupia 
opened her medical schools to them, as did also the Berne Univer- 
sity. In 1876, the College of Physicians of Dublin, did the same 
thing, and the year previous, the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
@f Ontario, at Toronto, for the first time gave its degree to a 
woman. Seven or eight homeeopathic colleges now admit women 
fully to all their privileges, and I believe every eclectic medical col- 
lege supports this educational movement. 

It has been well said that every human being has a right to a por- 
tion in everything which is indispensable to the completion of the 
human destiny. Liberty, culture and work are intrinsic and eter- 
nal elements of the human lot, and woman has ascleara claim to 
these as man. Woman has shown as much courage, patience and 
toil at the bed-side, and has exhibited fully as much heroism and 
self-sacrifice as man. As physician, by her self-consecration to the 
sick and patient fidelity to her calling, she commands the highest 
admiration. 

It is an indisputable fact that no inconsiderable amount of suffer- 
ing exists among women, wholly escapes the notice of physicians, and 
hence will remain unmitigated, simply because the employment of 
a man is repugnant to their finer feelings. Such delicacy is natural, 
and is a spontaneous element of sex. In diseases of the genital or- 
ganism, it is more agreeable for women to consult with female physi- 
cians, whose timely advice might obviate an enormous amount of 
preventable suffering which now exists. When they can consult 
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with female practitioners, women will not. be driven to silence and 
suffering, nor to the alternation of divulging their peculiar ailments 
to medieal men who are unable to borrow from their own personal 


experiences any fitting suggestions for them. 


The public is ripe for a change, and the ¢rza/ of this question must 
be settled by her free choice and an enlightened experience. It 
was not prophetic vision that led Geneva medical college to admit 
a lady to its classes, but a mere accident which it did not justify in 
the repetition. When the college reappeared in Syracuse, with a 
new name and under the fostering care of Syracuse University, its 
former blunder was adopted as a success, and the doors of the medi- 
cal college were swung wide open to women. More conservative 
allopaths encourage the founding of female medical colleges, so as 
to prevent a mixed attendance in the classes. The hospitals in Bos- 
ton, Philadelphia, New York city, Buffalo and elsewhere now employ 
trained female nurses, who render acceptable and very practical 
assistance. 

The medical education of woman seems to be a demand of the 
period. Although our knowledge of those who have attained rank 
in the profession by their worthy labors is limited; yet we know that 
many health enterprises are sustained by the co-operation of women, 
Mrs. Dr. R. B. Gleason has been the physician to superintend suc- 
cessfully the Elmira Water Cure, and is author of a medical work; 
Miss Dr. E. Green is physician-in-chief and proprietor of the Castile 
Water Cure; Mrs. Dr. Katie Jackson is the accomplished lady 
physician at “Our Home,” Dansville; Miss Dr. Harriet N. 
Austin is the able editor of “Zhe Laws of Life;’ Mrs. Dr. R. E. 
Davis is the assistant physician of the Health Institute at Attica, 
N. Y.; Dr. Alice Bennett has full charge of the women’s department 
in the Eastern Pennsylvania Hospital; Dr. Mary Cleavers is superin- 
tendent of women’s department of Harrisburgh Asylum; Dr. Jennie 
McClowan is assistant physician in the Mount Pleasant, (Iowa), 
Hospital; Dr. Julia Carey is assistant physician in Darvus, (Mass), 
Hospital; Dr. Eliza Phelps is at the new lowa Asylum; Dr. Helen 
Bissell is at Kalamazoo, Mich., and Dr. Emma Randalt is at Pontiac, 
Mich. We have not named one out of ten of the distinguished lady 
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physicians who either own or successfully conduct health-institu- 
tions, while those now engaged in lucrative practice might be enu-. 
merated by hundreds. 

Hence, we see that woman’s medical education is attracting atten- 
tion, both at home and abroad. Every age takes a step in advance 
and there is an increasing interest in the elevation of women, who 
will move forward in the current of progress. By so doing, she will 
not change any of her peculiarities, for her womanly traits, quick 
and clear insight, habits of order, accuracy and patience in details 
are brought into requisition in medical practice. The same instincts 
of nature by which she serves her own family so well, may find a 
parallel service in a hundred other families. She is quiet, faithful, 
sympathetic, does not lack in devotion, nor withhold from the lan- 
guishing the magic of hope. Quick to detect symptoms and discern 
the wants of the young, she intuitively understands the needs of her 
sex, does most kinds of professional labor as well as a man, and 
certainly often excels him in readiness, dispatch and precision. We 
do not advocate her leadership in the profession, but we do say that, 
as an aid and associate, she is admirable. 

True manliness responds to the woman who qualifies herself for 
the duties and responsibilities which pertain to medicine. The cry 
of distress reaches her ear not in vain. Its appeal stirs her finer 
sensibilities, excites her sympathies, and calls to action the kindness 
that bears relief. With alacrity she obeys, since these appeals are 
heard as the voice of God in her soul. Her brave efforts, self- 
forgetfulness and even great sacrifices to carry hope and relief to 
the afflicted, attest her moral heroism. Instant with suggestion she 
watches over the health of childhood and maidenhood in all our 
peaceful homes, and makes common cause against all the foes of 
health. Woman's heart is always in the right place, abounds in 
marvellous sympathy, disinterestedness and faith, carries the joy of 
Eden to the languishing, and opens unto them the beautiful realms 
and treasures of her wondrous moral power. Professional know- 
ledge only widens the sphere of her beneficial influence. With sin- 
cere pleasure we would welcome her to new duties and unexploréd 
fields of usefulness. Our welcome is to share in the labors, trials 
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-and various experiences of our noble profession, bringing into it the 
spirit of personal renunciation, and that refining, elevating feminity, 
which, everywhere, is so beneficial. Her influence and moral power 
in every phase of life are nobly illustrated on the pages of history; 
wwe believe in the profession of medicine, she will furnish even greater 
‘proof of her natural adaptation to share in all the labor which tends 
to improve the condition of humanity. 


Glinical Lecture. 


ULCER OF THE STOMACH TREATED BY “FASTING” 
THIRTY DAYS. RECOVERY. 
BY H. C, ORCUTT, M. D., HORNELLSVILLE, N. Y. 


Mrs. J. L., American, commenced vomiting frequently in 1854. 
She was married in 1856. ‘The vomiting occurred generally soon 
.after eating; the contents of the stomach being usually extremely 
sour, Shecame under my care May ist, 1866. She says she has vomited 
more orlessevery week for the past three years, and almost every week 
since 1854. She complains of smarting internally, and has great 
tenderness over the stomach and somewhat emaciated. She has 
has been able to work some. From May tst to July roth she dieted, took 
kreosote and arsenicum, and used counter irratation with mustard, 
croton oil, &c., over the stomach, with some temporary but no per- 
mament relief. I tried nit. silver, oxalate cerium, but improvement was 
not satisfactory to myself or patient, and she passed intoa “ regular” 
(self-called) physician’s hands. At the end of two weeks he was 
dismissed, and I was called again. She had become worse, vomited 
oftener and threw up a little blood occasionally; has more tenderness 
and smarting; stomach always sour, very sour, and had lost eight 
pounds in two weeks. From July 24 to August 8, I used nourishing 
enemata with some relief to the stomach, although everything in 
the shape of food or drink would make her vomit. Having become 
fully satisfied that an ulcer existed in the stomach, I proposed a 
thirty days’ fast, or rather thirty days’ rest forthe stomach. I weighed 
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her, put her in bed, and gave her nothing to eat or drink during the 
thirty days. Gave enemata of beef tea, porridge, raw eggs and milk, 
&c., four to five times in 24 hours. 

She stopped vomiting at once and had no return of it. She would get 
hungry but the enema would give the same sense of satisfaction as 
eating. She took arsenicum 3d in pellets two or three times a day. 
The enemata were well retained and she passed the thirty days very 
comfortably in bed, and with a loss in weight of only five and one-half 
pounds. She cautiously resumed her usual diet, and very soon her 
usual exercise, and had no return of her dyspepsia (so called at 
first), but remained well for the next six years. The ulcer un- 
doubtedly healed during the fast. 


HERMATURIA CURED BY PHOSPHORUS. 


BY C. SMITH, M. D., OF ALBA, PA. 


March 3d, Mr. J. I., aged about 45, called upon me for treatment 
for hematuria of seven months’ standing. He had been treated by 


four allopathic physicians without the ‘least improvement of the 
symptoms. ‘The treatment had consisted of muriatic tinct. of iron, 
bal. copaiba, verbascum, and all else that these “ regular” gentlemen: 
could think of. The patient becoming alarmed about his condition, 
concluded to try homoeopathic treatment and called upon me on the 
above date. 

One of these “ regular’? doctors had made an examination of his 
urine and pronounced the case one of albuminuria; but my own 
examination revealed the presence of blood and pus and no albumen. 

Treatment. I gave the patient phos. 3d, as the totality of symp- 
toms pointed to this remedy as the similimum. I requested him to 
take four pellets three times a day and to call again.in one week. 

March roth. Patient reports hemorrhage entirely ceased. The 
urine was normal in appearance. Four months afterwards there had 
been no return of symptoms. This proves to me that phos. cured the 
the case, and yet some of the doctors who treated him say that 
homceopathy is a fraud and ahumbug. The question naturally arises,. 
who is “regular,” the one who cured or those who failed to cure. 
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Reports of Societies. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


The annual meeting of the Society was held at the Town Hall, 
Saratoga Springs, August gth, 1881; Dr. S. J. Pearsall in the chair. 

Drs. E. H. Eisenbrey, of Gloversville, and C. B. Walrad, of Johns- 
town, were elected members of the Society. Dr. C. Woodhouse, of 
Rutland, and Dr. M. E. Smith, of Morrisville, Vermont, being 
present, were elected honorary members. 

A committee appointed at the last annual meeting to revise the 
Constitution and By-laws of, the Society, presented their report 
which was adopted. 


CASES OF TYPHO-MALARIAL FEVER, 


Dr. Niver related the history of cases of typho-malarial fever of 
recent occurrence in one house in the village of Cambridge, the ori- 
gin of which was clearly traceable to accummulations from a waste- 
pipe, opening into a small cess-pool, within a few feet of the house. 
The stench trom the tub, covered with rank grass and weeds, into 
which the waste-pipe emptied, was very oppressive and sickening on 
agitating its contents. Convalescence of the patients began as soon 
as the cleansing and disinfection of the cess-pool was effected. 

Dr. French related the circumstances of a case which had recently 
come under his observation as coroner, that of a man found dead in 
an unfrequented place. The body was discovered by the odor proceed- 
ing therefrom, showing that decomposition began very quickly after 
death. 


JACKET FOR RELIEF OF SPINAL IRRITATION, 


Dr. Paine exhibited a jacket made of strips of cloth of loose tex- 
ture, saturated with shellac and glue, so constructed over a plaster 
of Paris model as to conform to the exact size and shape of the 
body. The appliance is designed to afford support in cases of 
spinal irritation and inflammation. 
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TREATMENT OF UTERINE ENGORGEMENT BY HARD RUBBER TENTS 


Dr. Paine exhibited graded sizes of hard rubber tents, of an ori- 
ginal design, for facilitating treatment of cases or chronic uterine 
inflammation. In this class of cases there is almost uniformly ex- 
cessive engorgement, more or less contraction of the uterine canal, 
and flexion either forward or backward, together with very great 
tenderness of the organ, particularly when internal applications are 
carried well up into the cavity of the uterus. 

The utility of these tents is two-fold. They keep the axis of the 
uterus straight in its normal condition, and they also enlarge the 
canal when contracted and rigid, a result of chronic inflammation. 

By the removal of flexion, the circulation of the blood-vessels is 
assisted; resolution of chronic tumefaction and engorgement is pro- 
moted; the pressure on the tender and irritable nerves of the uterus 
is diminished, whereby the abnormal sensitiveness of the organ is 
greatly decreased. By the removal of the contraction and rigidity 
of the uterine canal, the applications can be frequently repeated 
almost without pain. 

In order to bring about a cure, these desirable conditions must be 
established, for the reason that, without some form of mechanical 
appliance their accomplishment by means of remedies alone would 
be very tedious, or, in fact, in many cases utterly impossible. 

The plan usually followed has been to apply daily the usual cotton 
tent, medicated with either wash or cerate, first removing the hard 
rubber tent. The medicated cotton is allowed to remain a few min- 
utes, and on withdrawing it, the hard rubber tent is restored to its 
place to remain until the next daily application. By a persistent use 
of this plan of treatment, pursued during the interval between the 
monthly periods, several very obstinate cases have yielded in a com- 
paratively short time. In some,of them the organ had taken on a 
degree of sensitiveness so great as to preclude any attempt at local 
intrauterine medication. Nothing original is claimed for this plan 
except the form of the hard rubber tents. 

The doctor set forth the advantages of this method by relating the 
history of a case in which treatment, having been pursued ten weeks, 
was speedily followed by gestation. The patient had been suffering 
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for several years from subacute metritis, and, although married 
three years, had not previously been pregnant. 


ALBANY HOMCEOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 


Dr. J. J. Peckham presented a report of the Albany Homeopathic 
Hospital. The number of patients under treatment during the first 
six months of the present year was 68. The number of prescriptions 
at the dispensary was 1,766. 

There are in the hospital, under treatment, most of the time cases 
of severe injuries; also, in the course of each year many subjects 
of capital operations ; also, various forms of dislocations and frac- 
tures, under the supervision of Drs. Swineburn and Balch, the at- 
tending surgeons to the hospital. 

The truly conservative method of treating these dangerous and 
difficult cases, is marked by a success exceedingly gratifying and 
complimentary to the skill and untiring devotion of the surgeons in 
charge. 

NEW LAW RELATING TO PLUMBING AND DRAINING. 


Dr. Paine read a paper relating to the new law providing for the 
registration of plumbers, and the legal supervision of all plumbing 
work in the cities of New York and Brooklyn, of which the follow- 
ing is a summary: 


REASONS INDICATING THE NECESSITY OF LEGAL SUPERVISION. 

The danger to health and life growing out of imperfect drainage, 
particularly in densely populated cities, has of late years been so 
evident as to require a resort to legal protection and supervision. 
The actual, pressing necessity of a system of rigid supervision has 
been demonstrated by the repeated occurrence of rapidly fatal filth 
diseases, resulting, beyond all question, from the presence of sewer 
gases. Septic diseases prevail in tenement houses of the middle 
and lower classes; and also with alarming frequency and fatality, in 
new and well appointed buildings situated in otherwise healthful 
localities. 

The upper stories of dwellings have been hitherto considered 
more exempt from septic diseases; of late, however, it has come to 
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be generally conceded that high houses rather afford a favorite nidus 
than otherwise, and that the danger increases proportionately with 
the altitude of the building, a fact which seems to be fairly attriby- 
table to defective drainage and ventilation of the soil and waste- 
pipes. 

The more prominent reasons which render legal assistance neces- 
sary are, the ignorance and cupidity of the owners of dwellings, and 
the ignorance and selfish interests of contractors, builders and 
plumbers. How to set these aside in the interests and welfare of 
dwellers in cities has puzzled the wisest humanitarians. Efforts 
chiefly directed to the dissemination of knowledge on this subject 
have been chiefly relied upon; but this method, although well direc- 
ted, is too slow; while the people are being educated, thousands are 
dying daily through inadequate sanitary safeguards. 

With the exception of those houses only in which special pro- 
vision is made by those who have competent knowledge, it is safe to 
assume that the arrangement of plumbing work is almost uniformly 
such as to provide for the formation and accumulation of foul gases 
in the waste pipes, and at the same time force their expulsion 
into the interior of the buildings, thereby constituting a direct and 
constant source of contamination of the air in dwelling houses. 

Instances are constantly occurring in every ‘part of the country in 
which fatal diseases directly result, without a shadow of doubt, from 
gross ignorance or carelessness on the part of those to whom plumb- 
ing work is entrusted. These cases are by no means infrequent. 
They clearly point out the necessity of selecting and adopting a reli- 
able system for the construction of all plumbing work, and, when ap- 
proved by competent authority, its enforcement by legally appointed 
officets. 

It is plainly obvious, that to secure this desideratum, a greater de- 
gree of knowledge on the part of the public is required than has 
heretofore existed, in order to sustain and thoroughly enforce pro- 
visions of law, which would at first appear to be sudversive of per- 
sonal rights and the liberty to control one’s own property as he may 
elect. 
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It is found that the evils in question grow out of conflicting 
opinions and theories, often diametrically opposite, regarding the 
expediency of applying or of entirely ignoring well-known essential 
principles of construction. This anomalous condition, having arisen 
on account of the absence of any standard of form, it is demonstrated, 
that uniformity of action and completeness and efficiency of con- 
struction, can be secured only by the organization of a system to 
which all must conform; one of sufficient simplicity, yet abundant 
in resources and adaptation, to meet the requirements demanded by 
the public welfare. 

These well directed efforts have finally culminated in the enact- 
ment of the present law, which now applies to the cities of New 
York and Brooklyn only, but which, it is hoped, will be ere long so 
amended as to extend its wise provisions to every portion of the 
State. 

The law provides for the registration of all parties engaged in the 
business of plumbing. A violation of its provisions is made a mis- 
demeanor. It requires all plumbing and draining work to be con- 
structed in accordance with plans to be approved by the Boards of 
Health of these two cities respectively. By this means only can 
there be secured the requisite thoroughness, efficiency and uni- 
formity of construction, hence the necessity and usefullness of the 
law. 


OFFICERS ELECTED. 


4 


The officers elected for the ensuing year are: President—Dr. W. 
W. ¥rench, of Ballston, Spa. Vice-President.—Dr. E. H. Eisenbrey, 
of Gloversville. Secretary and Treasurer.—Dr. H. M. Paine, of 
Albany. Censors.—Drs. J. F. Niver, C. M. Mosher, C. B. Walrad, 
J. A. Pearsall and L. Faust. 


Adjourned to meet at Albany the second Tuesday in April, 1882. 
H. M. PAINE, Secretary. 
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Selections and Abstracts. 


“ CHICKENS, GO HOME TO ROOST.” 
BY A. J. HOWE, M. D. 


Once upon a time a gardener complained to a neighbor that his 
domestic fowls were in the habit of visiting his grounds and damaging 
his fruits and vines. The owner of the feathered flock, to escape 
censure, denied that the foragers were his. The gardener not believ- 
ing the denial, said, “at sunset I will watch the depredators— 
chickens always go home to roost.” 

‘The application at present pertains to cancer-curing Bliss. Having 
accidentally been called on the 2d of July to attend the stricken 
President, the doughty doctor made the best of the opportunity, 
and, for the nonce, flashed into fame. 

Inasmuch as I denounced the surgery of the notorious individual 
on a former occasion, I will at present restrict my remarks to Dr. 
Bliss’s cancer curing career with cundurango as a remedy, By turn- 
ing to the September (1871) issue of this Journad/, it will be seen on 
the 416th page, that “ In the month of March, Mr. Flores, Minister 
of Ecuador, at Washington, forwarded a box containing a vegetable 
medicament which he had received from his government for presen- 
tation to the State Department, and requested that some analysis 
and experiments might be made with it, to test its medicinal value. 
The samples of the drug were stated to have grown in the province 
of Loja, Ecuador, and the vine was known by the name of Cundu- 
rango.” . 

The medicine was reported by physicians and laymen to be of 
great value in the treatment of cancer and constitutional syphilis— 
unwelcome diseases which prevail in Christian countries. Well, 
about that time, Vice-President Schuyler Colfax’s wife’s mother was 
afflicted with mammary carcinoma, and Dr. D. W. Bliss was the medical 
attendant of the distressed patient. The concomitant circumstances 
awakened a short hand fortune and fame in the hopeful mind of Dr. 
Bliss; and resolving to let no man cheat him of the idea, or to out- 
strip him in the race, he obtained a “permit” from our Govern- 
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ment, and the Minister from Ecuador, to go into that country for 
the purpose of gathering seeds and plants under the auspices of 
the home Agricultural Bureau. Thus armed and equipped, the bliss- 
ful speculator took a bee-line for the “ Heart of the Andes;” and at 
length, under the mighty eminence of Chimborazo, the adventurer, 
with a bosom swelling with noble emotions for science in general, 
and Bliss in particular, was plucked the precious herb which was 
“to heal the nations.” There, ’mid valleys and peaks, where the 
deadly jaguar lies in wait for human prey, and keen-eyed vultures 
await a chance to pick the bones, our chivalrous and valorous coun- 
tryman—a shame he isn’t from Ohio—dared all dangers in collect- 
ing a stock of “ yarbs” for future “scientific purpose,” and not for 
abuses and mercenary uses. The heart of Bliss was then pure as he 
stood astride the equator, and took draughts from crystal streams 
coursing their way in sparkling rills from glaciers above* the clouds. 
Bliss had not been thoroughly corrupted; but after he returned to 
this avaricious country where speculation is rife, the temptation for 
great gain overcame the better part of his good nature. A syndi- 
cate was formed in New York, under the firm name of Bliss, Keene 
& Co., to inake and sell, at three dollars a vial, “ The Great Purifier.” 
The label bore a georgeous trade mark, depicting a Condor perched 
upon a crag of the Andes, displaying in its beak a helpless yet 
wriggling serpent. The reading on the’label is as follows: ‘“ For 
Cancer, Syphilis, Scrofula, Rheumatism, Consumption, Catarrh 
Ulcers, Salt Rheum, and all chronic Blood Diseases.” Then follows 
an exalted epitome of the medicine’s virtues, with the threadbare cau- 
tion that counterfeits are on the market! 

The wrapper contained a touching tale, tropically romantic, of the 
picturesque place where the cundurango grows, as if that had any- 
thing to do with its medicinal virtues; and recites how a poor leper 
of a negro in Quito was quickly cured of a loathesome disorder, etc., 
etc., and as thoroughly as if he washed in “the Pool of Siloam.” 

As the reader well remembers this mountebank medicine, foisted 
upon the public almost as if bearing the official stamp of our Nation, 
proved a despicable swindle, and probably made its perpetrators rich 
before its baselessness was discovered. 
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It is presumed, too, that Dr. Bliss held a standing in the American 
Medical Association, and was never officially censured for unpro- 
fessional conduct. At any rate, this same Dr. Bliss is now “ hand 
in glove” with “regulars” of the strictest sort, and utters contempt 
for quackery, though if the issuing of bulletins three times a day— 
more or less—all couched in about the same language, and all duly 
signed by the several physicians waiting on the distinguished patient 
of the Nation, be not “advertising,” then “a whale is not a_ fish,” 
and a camel never passed “the eye of a needle,’ though the beast 
be swallowed sometimes by people whose gullets strain at gnats. 

Well, Bliss would be in a blissful state, if the envious had not dug 
up this distasteful history, and made it “ go home to roost.” Although 
he nursed the President weil, and obtained meritorious compli- 
ments for the service he has rendered, an oft-recurring thought must 
be that the cursed Cundurango fame will exist as long as that aris- 
ing from the treatment of the “head of the Nation.” —LZclectic Med. 


Jour. ee 
Editorial, 


THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 
OF BUFFALO. 

Inthe June number of the INVESTIGATOR attention was called to the 
prosperity, plans and prospects of the college. At that time the repre- 
sentation was truthful; and in view of the facts mentioned in Vol. 1, 
of the INVESTIGATOR, page 115, and the opinions there expressed, 
its charter was considered invulnerable. Parties had attempted to 
bring action against the charter, but had failed. The following letter 
from attorney-general Ward, seemed to be a final disposition of the 
question, and upon it was based the idea that nothing more could be 
done to thwart the enterprise : 


[SEAL. ] STATE OF NEw York. 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 


ALBANY, March, 30, 1880. 
A. G. Rice, Counselor, &c., 


14 Court street, Buffalo, N. Y., 
DEAR Sir :—After examination of the papers on the application to 
commence an action against the corporation of the “ Buffalo College 
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of Rational Medicine,” and in view of Chapter 51, Laws 1870, which 
you seem to have overlooked, the Attorney-general is not clear that 
the action could be maintained, and is therefore obliged to decline 
to commence the action. 
Very respectfully yours, 
HAMILTON WARD, Att’y-Gen’l. 

Here, in 1880,,HAMILTON WarD “declines” to bring an action, 
and states his reasons. He leaves the inference that a medical col- 
lege, incorporated under Chap. 319, of the laws of 1848, and as 
amended in 1870, is a /egal institution. 

Attorney-general Schoonmaker had previously passed an opinion 
with reference to another institution, which implied that “ Colleges 
and Universities,’ incorporated as above, were /egal and valid, and 
had power to confer degrees the same asany college otherwise incor- 
porated. 

Furthermore, the incorporation in question was effected under the 
direction of most eminent legal talent, such as Judge G. W. Clinton, 


a member of the Board of the State Regents, and Judge G. W. 
Cothran, a member of the committee that edited one of the editions 
of the Revised Statutes of the State of New York. ‘Why should not 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons have considered itself secure, 
and assured its patrons and students that its status seemed unques- 
tionable ? 


Yet, after the above opinion and refusalof Attorney-general Ward 
had been given, and in the face of previous defeats on all hands, the 
enimies of the College continued their efforts, and finally, in June 
last, succeeded in obtaining consent of the Attorney-general to start 
an action against the incorporation known as the “Buffalo College 
of .Rational Medicine,” by bonds being filed by those desiring to 
bring the suit to indemnify the State against any expense. In the 
early part of June, the papers were served upon the corporators of 
the “College of Rational Medicine,” the plaintiff being Dr. E. 
Storck, and the attorney, A. G. Rice. The counsel for the defend- 
ants answered by demurrer. The case was brought to trial before 
Judge Geo. Barker, in the special term of the supreme court on June 
29. The argument of the counsel for the plaintiff was that the law 
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of 1848, and its amendments above referred to, did not provide for 
the incorporation of colleges and literary institutions, but for religious 
and missionary organizations, and that this view was further sus- 
tained, particularly as not including medical colleges, by the fact 
that the law of 1853 provided for such medical colleges. The coun- 
sel for the defendants argued that the meaning of the law of 1848 
was to be interpreted by facts following its passage, and by the recog- 
nition that had been given to institutions thus organized from time 
to time since 1848, and which include literary and medical colleges 
and universities, numbering in all twenty or more. 

The following is a list of medical colleges which have thus been 
organized and that have been considered valid, and recognized as 
such by the state authorities: Randolph Eclectic Medical Institute, 
Randolph, N. Y., incorporated August 21, 1848; Hahnemann Aca- 
demy of Medicine, New York City, incorporated December 8, 1849; 
Central Medical College, Rochester, N. Y., incorporated March 20, 
1850; Syracuse Medical College, Syracuse, N. Y., incorporated Dec. 
5, 1850; American College of Pharmacy, Syracuse, N. Y., incorpo- 
rated January 22, 1851; Western Medical College, Jamestown, N. Y., 
incorporated April 17, 1851; Metropolitan Medical College, New 
York City, incorporated July 2, 1852; Brooklyn Academy of Medi- 
cine, Brooklyn, N. Y., incorporated May 30, 1861; Woman’s College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, New York City, incorporated July 14, 
1865; Syracuse University, (hasa Med. Department,) Syracuse, N. Y., 
incorporated March 29, 1870; American Veterinary College; United 
States Medical College, New York City, incorporated May, 1878; 
Buffalo College of Rational Medicine, Buffalo, N. Y., incorporated 
March, 1879; College of Physicians and Surgeons, Buffalo, N. Y., 
incorporated April, 1879. ‘There may be others whose names we 
have not seen, but the above should be sufficient to show that the 
law of 1848 did not apply to religious and missionary organizations 
alone, but as the law itself specifies, to “scientific and literary”’ insti- 
tutions as well. ‘The counsel further argued that the amendment to 
the lawof 1848, passed in 1870, explicitly interpreted it toapply to the 
incorporation of “Colleges and Universities.” ‘They also referred to 
the various opinions of the attorney-generals, of the counsel ‘of the 
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Board of Charities of New York City, to the “visitation” by the 
State Regents, etc., etc. After hearing the arguments as to the 
import of the law, Judge Barker reserved his decision. August 9th, 
he handed down his decision over-ruling the “demurrer,” and express- 
ing the opinion that no such interpretation as had heretofore been 
given to the law, and by men, also, perhaps as eminent in law as him- 
self, and who had as carefully considered its meaning, was justifiable. 
Such a decision as this of Judge Barker’s could not be accepted, 
and appeal was taken to a higher tribunal. 

This decision was made against the “College of Rational Medi- 
cine,” which is an entirely separate incorporation from that of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons; but as both are founded upon 
the same law it has been thought best to act as though the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons were the one directly attacked. 

The question has arisen what should be done while the matter is 
still in court and doubtful? At a late meeting of the Faculty of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons it was voted to go on with the 
college and hold a course of lectures, as the legal status of it was 
not invalidated. Dr. Wetmore objected on the ground that students 
would not desire to come here unless their diplomas would be be- 
yond all question legal. He even went so far as to threaten his 
resignation if lectures were to be held before the institution was 
placed upon a sound legal basis. In view of the action to be taken 
by Dr. Wetmore, providing the college announcements were issued, 
a reconsideration was deemed advisable, and another meeting of the. 
Faculty was immediately called. Dr. Wetmore, however, did not 
wait to learn the result of the meeting, and did not even attend, but 
at once tendered his letters of resignation. The resignation was 
unconditional, and from this it was inferred that the doctor wished 
to resign, whether it was s¢z// urged to go on with the lectures or not. 
He seemed to accept the previous expression of the faculty as final, and 
did not care to take part in, or await the outcome of, the reconsider- 
ation, although he knew the meeting was called for that purpose. 
Thus the doctor has withdrawn from an enterprise which was his 
own, and for which he ought to have fought till it was enshrouded 
in death, or crowned victorious. Majorities ought to rule; and at a 
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time when the reputation of one is at stake as much as_ another in 
a given action, no member of a body should forsake it. But the 
situation must be accepted, and if, by any possibility, the College of 
Physicians‘and Surgeons can survive the blows of its enemies and 
the desertion of those who should be sits most teanacious friends, it 
will do so. 

As the matter now stands, it is thought best to delay the next 
course of lectures till the college stands upon a solid legal basis, 
one that cannot be moved. We hope and expect to be ready for a 
course next spring. In the meantime students are advised to con- 
tinue their studies in colleges whose status is unquestionable, and to 
ever do honor and credit to the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Buffalo, which has always acted in good faith, and in the interests 
of a high standard of liberal medicine. 

Furthermore, the friends of the college are asked to remember 
that this fight was instituted by jealous and malignant minds, and 
that the censors of the Erie County Medical Society are only the 
“cat’s-paw”’ for the parties who do not wish another medical col- 
lege in their midst. The majority of the physicians of Erie County 
do not object to this or any other medical school in their vicinity, 
but it is the jealous few who oppose it. Neither do they believe it 
to be an illegitimate institution, doing illegitimate acts. Such talk 
as “bogus,” “ Buchanan-mill,” and similar epithets that have been 
thrown out are fa/se, and such “dosh” is not believed by those who ° 
know anything about this college. Let the friends bear in mind 
that the enterprise is a commendable one, and that its principles 
meet the approbation of all unprejudice minds. 

Shall such an institution be sustained, or will all desert it? The 
response in our hearts, and in yours, will be, uphold zt/ Then give 
us your influence. Let all persons, who will aid us as best they can, 
send to Dr. S. N. Brayton, 202 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y., 
their names and any suggestions they may have to offer. An effort 
is being made to endow the college with $50,000. Who will offer a 
helping hand in this? Let us hear from each and every friend of 
the college. By some means, legal or financial, the college should 
and will be sustained. A. A. H. 
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THE PRESIDENT. 


For weeks, President Garfield’s case has attracted the attention of 
the public generally, and the profession in particular, and the interest 
does not abate. Advice and suggestions from all quarters, and of 
all kinds, and universal prayer from the hearts of the people, have 
been offered for the salvation of the life of this distinguished person- 
age. The doctors in attendance upon him have been praised, criti- 
cised and condemned in their untiring efforts. All sorts of views 
have been expressed,—some recommending the removal of the bullet; 
others saying let it alone; some declaring he cannot live; others’ that 
he will recover, with his present treatment. But who knows that 
what is being done is, or is not, the best? Eminent men, men who 
are prepared to judge by careful, direct observation of the case, 
better than those outside, are doing for the President what to them 
seems proper. Why should we not, therefore, accept the results as, 
probably, the best that human skill can attain, and be satisfied. The 
course of Dr. Bliss, from an ethical point of view, is undoubtedly 


very questionable. ‘The manner in which he obtained control of the 
case, his treatment of the president’s family physician, Dr. Baxter, 
and of the other distinguished gentlemen, who were first called, and 
with all of which the public is familiar, merit severe censure. Dr. 
Bliss has, in this transaction, and in his conduct in years gone by, 


shown supreme selfishness and a thorough disregard of what usually 
passes for professional courtesy and marks the “regular” profes- 
sional gentleman; but notwithstanding this, there is no doubt as to 
the adility of the man, and his good judgment in conducting the 
treatment of this case. This, in connection with that of his associate 
counsel, is a sufficient guarantee that the best that is available will 
be done for Mr. Garfield, and we should be above selfish, jealous 
and partisan criticism, still hoping and praying that he may recover. 
A. A. H. 


THE TWO INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONVENTIONS. 

London has just been the centre of attraction for the medical men 
of the world. First came the International Homeeopathic Conven- 
tion, July 11 to 18 inclusive. The attendance was not large, but was 





282 PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS’ INVESTIGATOR. 


represented by the leading homeeopathists of the United States and 
Great Britain, and a few from Russia, France, Germany and Italy 
The venerable Dr. Hughes occupied the chair, and presided with 
dignity and satisfaction, and did much to add interest and profit to 
the occasion. His opening address was a pleasing production, 
After referring to the deaths of such distinguished homeceopaths as 
Dunham, Hering, Hempel, Jahr, Grauvogl, Nunez and Quinn, and 
deploring their loss, he proceeded to consider the grand object of 
the convention, the “ propagation and development of the method 
of Hahnemann,” on which were based “all our thoughts, experience, 
and union. Homeopathy was a method, a rule for the practical 
application of the healing art, and not a doctrine or system.” He 
considered the leading features of homoeopathy,—the principle, the 
dose and the single medicine, these, collectively, being the method 
bequeathed by Hahnemann. He regarded a departure from home- 
opathic prescribing as a grave responsibility, yet he vindicated the 
right of the physician to use such measures as appeared to him best 
suited to each individual case. He concluded his remarks by con- 
gratulations, and hoped the convention would be a powerful influence 
in cementing in friendly union the homeeopathists in various parts of 
the world. 

During the session numerous papers were presented, and earnest 
discussion followed their reading. Different views were expressed 
upon the ever-perplexing question dose. The majority favored the 
lower “ attenuations,” while a few had “unabated confidence” in the 
infinitesimals. Papers on homceopathy and the effects, doses and 
application of drugs seemed to take the most attention from the con- 
vention. Several diseases were treated: of by different members; but 
there seemed to be nothing new or startling presented, either in their 
pathology or treatment. 

The registry numbered one hundred and fifteen members, although 
there seemed to be more in daily attendance than this. By most, it 
was pronounced a “glorious success.” But the Philadelphia 
“ Homeopathic Physician” says “that there is very little true home- 
opathy in these discussions. ‘The time seems to have been occupied 
chiefly in abusing Hahnemann and attempting to show what home- 
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opathy és not and what it cannot do—in their hands. As these physi- 


cians, practicing homeopathy, have never prescribed homeeopathically, 
and as they, for the most part, know nothing of the homeeopathy of 
Hahnemann, the only result they could expect from their practice 
was failure. This they acknowledge, for the most part they have 
achieved. The proceedings of this convention will serve to furnish 
another Dr. Smythe with arguments against homeopathy.” ‘This 
opinion, however, will not be accepted by the majority of the homee- 
opaths, but it serves the purpose of showing how men differ, especi- 
ally where dogmatism rules. The “ Physician” thinks this conven- 
tion shows “the grea? necessity for the International Hahnemannian 
Association,” where everything but pure Hahnemannianism is rejec- 
ted, no matter how thoroughly good certain other measures may have 
been proven. If there is anything in homeeopathy that is true and 
good, experience must demonstrate it; and in practice, we believe 
physicians are in duty bound to be guided by the results of clinical 
experience, either of their own or of others, and not by the shousands 


’ 


of visionary “ tndications’’ which a given theory may have furnished. 
THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS: 

This convention assembled in London, and its sessions were held 
from August 3 to g inclusive. Without doubt it was the greatest 
medical convention which ever met, and was composed of the most 
representative men of the profession of the world. London did her 
best to entertain the distinguished body, and all her magnificent 
medical resources, and much of her social, were compelled to pay 
tribute. The ¢hrce thousand delegates were bountifully entertained, 
perhaps as never before. ‘The programme was most elaborate, and 
the work done was of the greatest importance and value to the pro- 
fession. We cannot even attempt to review the proceedings, but 
when we refer to the men who contributed to the occasion, such as 
Volkman, Esmarch, Virchow, Verneuil, Lancereaux, Savory, Bastian, 
Gull, Thompson, Erichsen, Lister, Paget, Pasteur, Huxley, Bigelow, 
Flint, Billings and many others, our readers are assured that they 
were of greatest interest. Such a convention as this does the pro- 
fession service and the world good. A. A. H. 
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Hook Hotices. 


A Treatise on the Decline of Manhood. Its Causes and the best means of 
preventing their Effects, and bringing about a Restoration of Health. By A, E, 
Small, A. M., M. D., Pres. Hahnemann Med. College and Hospital of Chicago, 
ete. 2d Edition, 12 mo. Pp. 102. Chicago, IIl.: Duncan Brothers. Price, $1.00, 
This little work by Prof. Small will find many readers. It will do 

this because it treats of a subject which is of universal interest, viz: 

the impairment of the sexual organs and functions; the causes which 
lead to it; the consequences, and the means of restoration of sexual 
vigor. Again, the subject is handled with delicacy and conciseness, 

The author deals with his theme ina very clearand systematic way, 

and impresses the reader as one having authority to speak. The treat- 

ment of sexual weakness in the form of spermatorrhea, etc., is deci- 
dedly homeeopathic; but, if the experience of the author is worth any- 
thing, it recommends itself to the afflicted. Other measures, how- 

ever, such as hygiene, electricity, etc., are not ignored. A. A. H. 


Clinical Lectures on the Diseases of Old Age. By J. M. Charcot, M. D,, 
Prof. in the Faculty of Paris, Physician to the Salpetriere, etc. Translated by 
Leigh H. Hunt, B. Sc., Laboratory Instructor in Pathology in Med. Dep't of the 
University of the City of New York. With additional Lectures by Alfred L. 
Loomis, M. D., Prof. of Pathology and Practical Medicine in the Med. Dep't of 
the University uf the City of New York, etc., etc. 8vo. Pp. xvi, 280. New 
York: William Wood & Co. For sale by J. H. Matteson, Buffalo, N. Y. 

The name of Prof. Charcot as author is a sufficient guarantee that 
the work before us is one of great value on the subject of which it 
treats. But were it not for the supplementary lectures of Prof. Loomis, 
the title of the book would be a misnomer. Prof. Charcot’s lec- 
tures are upon gout and rheumatism of old age, followed by an “ appen- 
dix” on ‘clinical importance of thermometry in old age.” Now, these 
subjects do not form a “ ¢reatise”’ on the diseases of old age; and as 
the title indicates that the whole range of diseases of this class is 
covered by the eminent French Doctor, it seems to us the publishers 
have mislead the public as to the authorship of the contents of the 
book. But perhaps they claim to redeem themselves in the title by 
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incorporating Dr. Loomis’ lectures, which really do cover the ground 
of “diseases of old age.” Prof. Charcot’s lectures are masterly, 
original and exhaustive on gout and rheumatism of old age, and every 
medical man should read them. ‘“ Thermometry in old age,” also, 
is full of interest. But the most practica/ part of the book is the 
latter, and begins at chapter XXII, when Dr. Loomis steps in. He 
discusses senile pneumonia; senile catarrh of the bronchi; asthma; 
atheroma; fatty heart; cerebral hemorrhage; cerebral softening; 
chronic gastric catarrh; senile constipation and senile hypertrophy 
of the prostate gland. Here the “busy practitioner” will find that 
which is most acceptible, and which fulfills the import of the title of 
the work. Asa whole, it takes a prominent position among the 
several volumes of the “ Library of Standard Medical Authors,” 
and will be most welcome to its subscribers. A. A. H. 


Coulson on the Diseases of the Bladder and Prostate Gland. Sixth 
Edition. Revised by Walter J. Coulson, F. R. C. S., Surgeon to St. Peter’s Hos- 
pital for Stone, etc., and Surgeon to the Lock Hospital. 8vo. Pp. XXIV, 393. 
New York: Wm. Wood & Co. For Sale by J. H. Matteson. Buffalo, N. Y. 
This volume forms the July Number of “ Wood’s Library of Stan- 

dard Medical Authors,” for 1881, and is Gne of the best of the series. 

It treats of a class of diseases very distressing in their character, and 

of great importance from a practical point of view. The work has 

been before the public in its different editions for many years, and 
has met with great favor with the profession. The present edition 
has been much modified, most of it having been re-written, and several 
entirely new chapters added. It has been brought fully up to the 
times; and the various improvements in surgical methods, and medi- 
cinal measures, marking the recent progress in the treatment of 
bladder and prostatic diseases have been noted and thoroughly dis- 
cussed. The following subjects will indicate the contents and scope 
of the work: anatomical and physiological considerations; methods 
of examining the bladder and prostate gland; abnormities of the 
bladder; hernia and displacements of the bladder; wounds and inju- 
ries of the bladder; acute and chronic inflammation of the mucous 
membrane of the bladder; acute inflammation of the walls of the 
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bladder; hypertrophy and atrophy of the bladder; peritoneal and 
cellular inflammation of the bladder; tumors; tuberculous; fistule; 
neuralgia; spasms and irritability; atony; paresis and paralysis; in. 
continence of urine; retention of urine; hematuria; chemistry and 
structure of urinary concretions; causes of stone; symptoms and 
diagnosis of stone; foreign bodies in the bladder; lithotrity; litho- 
lapaxy; lithotomy; calculus in the female; statistics of lithotrity and 
lithotomy; solvent treatment of calculus; preventive treatment of calcu- 
lus; acute and chronic inflammation of the prostate gland; chronic en- 
largement of the prostate gland; malignant disease and tuberculosis 
of the prostate; prostatic concretions and calculi. The above sub- 
jects are discussed in detail, and the work is an authoritative and 
valuable addition to the literature of subject. Let it be placed in 
the hands of all physicians. A. A. H. 


Lectures ; Clinical and Didactic, on the Diseases of Women. By R. Lud- 
lam, M. D., Professor of Medical and Surgical Diseases of Women, in the Hahne- 
mann Medical College and Hospital of Chicago, etc., etc. Fifth Edition, Revised, 
Enlarged and Illustrated. 8vo. Pp. 1030. Chicago, Ill.: Duncan Brothers, 
Price, Cloth, $6.00. 

Prof. Ludlam has been before the profession in his work on Dis- 

eases of Women for ten years. As an author and teacher he has won 
distincticn, as is shown by the necessity for a fifth edition of his work. 
During the progress in the treatment of diseases of women that has 
marked the past decade, he has not been behind; and to give expression 
to this advancement, he has found it necessary to re-write much of his 
work, and to incorporate several new chapters. In perusing this 
edition, we are forcibly impressed with its completeness and fullness, 
and especially with that of the surgical treatment. Hysteria, chlo- 
rosis, diseases attending pregnancy and following parturition, such 
as nursing sore mouth, inflammation of the breasts, etc., are subjects 
which are fully treated of, in connection with those usually found in 
such treatises. 

The author has seemed determined ‘o furnish a complete and com- 

prehensive work, and we think he has done so. We are glad to 

notice his references to our esteemed townsman, Prof. Miner, in his 
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method of removing ovarian tumors by enucleation; also, to Prof. 
White’s method of reducing the inverted uterus. Dr. Ludlam does 
not fail to see or hesitate to notice all the notable advances in the 
pathology and surgery of woman's diseases. In the use of medicinal 
measures he professes to be homeeopathic, but we find he is not exc/u- 
sive in this respect, for many remedies are recommended outside the 
principle of “similia.” He takes more of a liberal or medium ground, 
and of this his “stricter” brethren complain. We approve, however, 
of the doctor’s course in using what his large experience proves to 
him of value. Any practitioner who is tied to a theory, must some- 
times fail to arrest the enemy, disease, because he cannot reach 
all measures. Give us a man who is free; we believe him to be the 
most safe and sure protector and preserver of life. 

While there is much in Doctor Ludlam’s work that we are not 
prepared to fully endorse, yet we heartily recommend it to the pro- 
fession as an able exponent of liberal homceopathic medicine and 
standard surgery in the treatment of Déseases of Women. Physicians 
of all schools should read it. A. A. H. 


Aews and Miscellany. 


A DracumM or two of glycerine, taken after meals, by those 
troubled with acidity, is said to relieve and eventually cure.— 
Eclectic Medical Journal. 


TEN PARTS sal-ammoniac and ten of corrosive sublimate in one 
hundred parts of water will remove silver stains from the hands and 
linen without damage.— Journal of Pharmacy. , 

Wortuy oF REcorp.—The Powell Manufacturing Co., of Balti- 
more, the manufacturers of Powell’s Beef, Cod Liver Oil and Pepsin, 
the superior food and nutritive tonic, have taken the initiative in the 
introduction of their valuable medicine, (which our leading practi- 
tioners are prescribing largely), by guaranteeing to the medical pro- 
fession that they will not in any way advertise the Powell’s Beef, Cod 
Liver Oil and Pepsin so that it will come under the head of a patent 
medicine.— Exchange. 
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Pruritus ANI.—For twenty years I have suffered from that 
annoying disease, pruritus ani, and had placed myself under the 
care of various physicians at different times, but without the least 
benefit. About two years ago, I noticed a brief paragraph in the 
Med. News,to the effect that balsam peru would relieve that trouble, 
I tried it, and it gave immediate and entire relief. The disease still 
clings to me; but, when it becomes annoying, a single application 
of the balsam affords relief. Of all the medicines which I have 


tried, this is the only one that has had any effect.—Cin. Lancet and 
Clinic. 


CajEput O1_ in HemMorRRHOIDs.—Dr. S. F. Deane, of Carleton, 
Neb., writes us as follows: 

“T had occasion to use a dose of cajeput oil while treating a 
bowel difficulty in a patient, who was at the same time suffering from 
a severe acute attack of piles. From the marked and sudden relief of 
the hemorrhoidal difficulty, I was inclined to connect it with the 
administration of the cajeput oil. I have since tried it in several other 
cases, with equally good results, and I am led to the conclusion that 
t hisscenccy is @ veluctle palitive if not a curative agent in recent 
cases of hemorrhoids. I trust others will give it a trial, and report 
the results they obtain. I give the oil in five drop doses.” 

Dr. Deane’s observation is deserving of more than a passing 
notice. If we can find an agent that will certainly and promptly 
relieve the acute stage of hemorrhoids, we do much toward pre- 
venting the more serious conditions that subsequently require surgi- 
cal operations to effect a cure. We shall be glad to report any re- 
sults obtained from this remedy by all who may give it a trial. 


FOR SALE OR TO RENT. 
An Excellent Location for a young Physician. An Eclectic or 
liberal Homeceopath preferred. Communicate for the next ten days 
with WM. BELL, M.D., Seneca Castle, N. Y. 





